In Becoming Brothertown, Craig N. Cipolla details the ethnogenesis of the Brothertown Indians, a Native American community centered in Wisconsin. Brothertown identity was constructed and materialized over several generations. Moving from home settlements in New England during the eighteenth century, members of various Native American communities migrated to central New York State. In the nineteenth century, the new community relocated once again to present-day Wisconsin. In his volume, Cipolla provides a richly human narrative of how this particular community marked, materialized, and commemorated identity and history in objects and space.
detailed narrative of Brothertown ethnogenesis. Throughout, he approaches textual and material evidence as human traces that were constructed and manipulated, allowing for an understanding of the complex manipulation of text and objects, place and people in Brothertown identity making, community (re)building, and practices of commemoration.
Becoming Brothertown: Native American Ethnogenesis and Endurance in the Modern World is a well-written, well-formatted, and thoroughly engaging book. It is exceedingly accessible, and this is not something that can always be said for volumes using particularly nuanced theoretical approaches. Cipolla's approach to and description of cultural traces (material, textual, special) is particularly mindful. Throughout he advocates the efficacy of a pragmatic approach to decolonize past histories whilst informing current stakeholder engagements, not just for the Brothertown community but also in other colonial contexts. I highly recommend this noteworthy contribution to historical archaeology.
